Public Programme: January-March ‘08

National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo



	Date
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	January

	Wed 2nd  Jan. 


	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Tour. Fact or Fiction Tour

Age 7+
	Join members of the Education & Outreach Department to guess what is fact and what is fiction on this special tour. 

	Sun 13th Jan.  


	2.30pm -3.30pm  
	Tour. Saints, Patterns & Patrons  Age 7+
	Join Brendan McGowan of the Education & Outreach Department to learn about the lives, legends and legacies of Ireland’s holy men and women.

	Wed 16th  Jan.


	2.30pm-4.00pm
	Talk & Demonstration. Energy: Past, Present & Future

Age 7+
	Join Peter Schneider, Alternative Energy Consultant, for a talk on traditional energy sources and current renewable energy systems. Followed, weather permitting, by a demonstration on solar energy.

	Thurs 17th Jan.
	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Junior Workshop. Housing in the Past

6 years and under with Adults
	Join Brendan McGowan of the Education & Outreach Department to explore housing in the past through hands-on activities.

	Thurs 24th 

Jan.
	10am -5pm
	Courses for Adults. 

Irish Traditional Music

Adult
	Take this opportunity to pick up that instrument you left down for too long and join renowned musician Emer Mayock to revive some old and learn some new tunes. 


	January contd. 
	
	
	

	Sat 26th Jan.
	11am-4pm
	Open Event. Connacht Spinners and Weavers

All Ages
	Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.

	Sun 27th Jan.


	2.30pm -3.30pm  
	Talk. Killing the Pig 

Age 14+
	Join author and historian Joe McGowan to hear about the history, heritage and folklore of the 'gentleman that paid the rent'.



	Tues 29th Jan.


	6.30pm–8.00pm
	Talk. Brigid’s Festival & the Otherworld

Age 14+
	Join Daithí Ó hÓgáin, Professor of Irish Folklore, for this lecture on the Irish quarter days, the festival of Brigid and the Otherworld.  

	Wed 30th

Jan.
	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Workshop. A Celebration of St. Brigid

Age 7+

	Join Merovee to learn about the traditions associated with St. Brigid and then have a go at making a St. Brigid’s Cross.


	February
	
	
	

	Sat 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd Feb. 
	12am-2pm 
	Saturday Club. ‘Want to be a Tour Guide?’

Ages 8–13
	See below for further details.



	Sun 10th Feb.

	2.30pm-3.30pm  
	Talk & Demonstration. Embroidery: The Book of Hours

Age 7+
	Join RDS National Crafts Competition 2007 winner, Aileen Johnston, as she talks about and demonstrates her craft. 

	Wed 13th

Feb.

	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Talk. Fairy Beliefs
Age 7+
	Join Pádraig Ó Héalaí, Scoil na Gaeilge, NUI Galway, for a talk on fairy beliefs in traditional Irish life.

	Sun 24th 

Feb.
	2.30pm-4pm  
	Talk & Demonstration. Woodturning

Age 7+
	Join RDS National Crafts Competition 2007 winner, Séamus Cassidy, for this talk and demonstration on traditional and contemporary woodturning. 

	Wed 27th 

Feb.
	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Talk. Growing Vegetables

Age 7+
	Join Kevin Gannon, gardener, to learn about growing vegetables using traditional methods.

	Thurs 28th 

Feb.
	10am-5pm
	Courses for Adults. Knitting

Adult
	Join Mary McGranaghan on this one-day beginner and improvers knitting course. 


	March 
	
	
	

	Sun 9th 

March
	2.30pm-3.30pm  
	Talk. Irish Furniture Design

Age 7+
	Design historian Sorcha O'Brien of NCAD, Dublin looks at contemporary trends in Irish furniture design and their connection with vernacular 

furniture-making methods and traditions. In conjunction with the Letterfrack Furniture Exhibition.

	Mon 3rd-Mon 17th March
	
	Seachtain na Gaeilge, 3ú - 17ú Márta 
	See below for further details

	Wed 12th March


	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Workshop. Polish Easter Art. Warsztaty. Wielkanoc w Polsce nauka i sztuka.
Age 7+
	In Eastern countries people decorated eggs by dyeing them and then decorating them with elaborate patterns scraped into the dyed shell. These were given as tokens of affection to family members and friends.

	Wed 19th March
	11.30am, 2pm & 3.30pm
	Workshops. Easter Family Activities

Age 7+
	Join members of the Education & Outreach Department for the following workshops: Egg Painting (11.30am); Making a Paper Egg Basket (2pm) and Making an Easter Hen (3.30pm).

	Sun 23rd  March

	2.30pm-4pm  
	Family Activity. Easter Egg Hunt 

All Ages
	Test your knowledge of folklife and wildlife. Join Brendan McDonnell of the Education & Outreach Department on a treasure hunt in the grounds of Turlough Park House. 


	March contd. 
	
	
	

	Wed 26th March


	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Junior Workshop. Family Life in the Past

6 years and under with Adults
	Join Lorna Elms of the Education & Outreach Department to explore family life in the past through role-play and art activities.

	Thurs 27th

March
	10am-5pm
	Courses for Adults. Basketmaking

Adult
	Join Linda Scott on this one-day beginners course in basketmaking. 



	Sat 29th March
	11am-4pm
	Open Event. Connacht Spinners and Weavers

All Ages
	Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.

	Tues 1st  March


	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Tour. April Fool’s Fact or Fiction Tour 

Age 7+
	Join members of the Education & Outreach Department to guess what is fact and what is fiction on this special tour. 


The Saturday Club 2008

Find out more about what happens in YOUR museum by taking part in one of our Saturday Clubs.

Want to be a Tour Guide?
This October we invite you to learn how to be a tour guide with members of the Education & Outreach Department. The club runs for four weeks and will take place on Saturday afternoons between 10am and 12pm at the National Museum of Ireland - Country Life.

 The starting date is Saturday 2nd February.
If you are aged between 8 and 13 you can join us to have fun and learn new skills. The Saturday Club is free and all materials are provided. Each club is limited to 15. Book early to secure your place!



EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING 

· Take a Seat! An Exhibition of Gallery Seating

· Island Life: The Islands of Ireland
Take a Seat! An Exhibition of Gallery Seating

This temporary exhibition is comprised of benches and chairs made in 2006/2007 by students of the Furniture Design and Manufacture programme at the Galway/Mayo Institute of Technology campus in Letterfrack. 

The students worked from a brief developed by staff of GMIT at Letterfrack and the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life to design seating suitable for the public visiting these exhibition galleries. 

Admission is Free. This temporary exhibition runs until June 2008.  
Letterfrack Furniture Exhibition Competition

In conjunction with the exhibition of gallery seating the National Museum is running a competition to find out your favourite piece of furniture from the exhibition. For more information contact the Bookings Office. 



Island Life: The Islands of Ireland 

Programme of evening lectures, showing of the film ‘Man of Aran’ and a seminar on the future of the islands is in preparation for late January and February 2008. For more information contact the Bookings Office.



SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE, 3Ú – 17Ú MÁRTA 2008
Ceiliúrann Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann Seachtain na Gaeilge, le réimse imeachtaí trí Ghaeilge- turais, seisiúin scéalaíochta agus ceoil. Tá Bileoga Gníomhaíochta trí Ghaeilge ar fáil chomh maith. Beidh formhór na h-imeachtaí dátheangach. Beidh clár speisialta ar siúl i ngach brainse den Ard-Mhúsaem le linn Sheachtain na Gaeilge. Tá tuilleadh eolais le fail sa liosta imeachtaí.

The National Museum of Ireland celebrates Seachtain na Gaeilge, with a range of events through Irish, including tours, storytelling and music. Irish language Activity Sheets are also available. Most events are bi-lingual. For information on events at the branches of the National Museum, see Listings.
Turais stiúraithe i nGaeilge

Ar fáil ón Máirt 4ú go dé hAoine an 14ú Márta ag 14.00 uair. Bíonn uas-teora 20 áit i gceist. Beidh turais i nGaeilge ar fáil i rith na seachtaine do ghrúpaí. 

Is gá réamh-áirithint a dhéanamh.

Guided tours in Irish

Available from Tuesday 4th to Friday 14th March at 2.00pm. Places are limited to 20. Tours in Irish will also be available throughout the week for groups. 

Pre-booking is essential.

Dé hAoine 14ú, 14.00 – 15.00 uair

Seisiún 


Bí le Emer Mayock agus le mic léinn ón Tionscadal Ceoil agus Damhsa Gaelaigh agus iad i mbun gnímh do Sheachtain na Gaeilge
Friday 14th, 2pm-3pm

Performance

Join Emer Mayock and students from the Irish Music, Song & Dance Project as they perform for Seachtain na Gaeilge.
Temporary Exhibitions at the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life 

Jan-March ’08: 

Island Life: the Islands of Ireland  

Exhibition of photographs from the National Photographic Archive. 

Venue: National Museum of Ireland – Country Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

Dates: Temporary Exhibition: 9 November 2007 – March 2008.

This temporary exhibition of photographs from the National Photographic Archive features images of daily life on the islands around the coast of Ireland from the late nineteenth century onwards.  While islands from all around the coast are included, the daily lives of the people on Achill Island, the Aran Islands, Valentia and the Blaskets feature prominently.  Also featured in the exhibition are models of the boats that provided the only means of transport between the Islands and the mainland for most of the twentieth century. The exhibition is running in association with Fáilte Ireland and the Department of Community Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs. 

Christmas exhibition 
Venue: National Museum of Ireland – Country Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

Dates: Temporary Exhibition: December 2007 – January 2008 

This small exhibition will display objects relating to a typical Irish Christmas with panels and fact sheets giving visitors the opportunity to learn how Christmas would have been celebrated in Irish homes in the past. 
Irish Travellers: A Life on the Road 
Venue: National Museum of Ireland – Country Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

Dates: December 2007 – January 2008.

A display of Traveller life in Ireland is running in the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life which provides an insight into the way of life and traditions of Irish Travellers using a wide variety of objects from the Museum's collections.  

April - Summer 2008

Romantic Stitches and Realist Sketches
Venue: National Museum of Ireland – Country Life, Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

Dates: April - Summer 2008.

In the 1960s, businessman Pádraig Ó Síocháin commissioned the artist, Seán Keating, to produce a series of charcoal drawings.  The drawings were to be used in an advertising brochure selling Aran knitwear in the United States and Europe.  The romantic businessman painted word-pictures of Aran women knitting jumpers for their ‘menfolk’ for ‘countless generations’, while the artist sketched the reality in detail.  The sketches include twelve charcoal drawings, not one of which shows a single Aran native wearing the Aran knitwear.  The exhibition will feature both Keating’s sketches and a selection of the Museum’s Aran knitwear collection.


B. Byron
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