Public Programme: April-June 2009 

National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
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How to Book
For more information or to make a booking contact the Bookings Office. 

All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated.  Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied.

Tel: 094 903 1751; Fax: 094 903 1498; Email: educationtph@museum.ie; Website: www.museum.ie. 


Bookings Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm

If you wish to join our mailing list, please contact the Museum. Tel: 094 903 1755 or email: tpark@museum.ie
Date
Time
Title & Age
Description

APRIL




Wednesday  1st 
3.30pm-4.30pm 
Tour. April Fools Day. Fact or Fiction Tour.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Guess what is fact and what is fiction on this special tour with Education Assistants Brendan McDonnell and Tom Doyle.  

Thursday 9th
11.30am – 4.30pm
Workshop. Easter Family Activities.
ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Join Education Assistants  Brendan McDonnell and Tom Doyle for workshops on this day.

11.30am- Egg painting, 2.00pm - Make an paper egg basket, 3.30pm - Make an Easter hen. 



Sunday 12th
2.30pm-3.30pm
Workshop. Eastern European Easter Art.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
In Eastern European countries people exchange dyed and elaborately decorated eggs as tokens of affection to family and friend. Join Joanna Kuruc and Joanna Pestova to learn more and decorate your own Easter egg!

Thursday 16th 
2.30pm – 4.30pm
Family Activity. Easter Egg Hunt. 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Its Easter time again! Test your knowledge of folklife and wildlife. Join Education Assistants Brendan McDonnell on a treasure hunt in the grounds of Turlough Park House.



Friday 17th 
11.00am-1.00pm
Drop in Event. The Knitting Circle.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

APRIL




Wednesday 22nd 
4.00pm- 5.00pm 
Junior Workshop. In the Deep Blue Sea. 

Children under 7 accompanied by an adult.
Explore the museum’s fishing exhibition through rhythm, percussion and composition with musician Mary Curran.

Sunday 26th 
2.30pm- 4.00pm
Demonstration. Old style wood turning. 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Come along to this talk and demonstration on wood turning with Máirtín Dáibhi O’Coisdealbha and learn about the simplicity of working with native wood.

Tuesday 28th 
10.00pm- 5.00pm
Day Course. History & Appreciation of the Súgan chair.

ADULTS
Learn more about the origins and design of the "Bottomed" or Sugán Chair as we focus on an often overlooked piece of traditional Irish furniture with Pat Broderick. 

Thursday 30th 
3.30pm- 4.30pm
Talk. May Day
ADULTS
Join Dr. Patricia Lysaght, Professor of Irish Folklore, to hear about the beliefs and customs associated with May  Day.

May 






Bealtaine: Festival of Creativity in Older Age 2009.    

Intergenerational Activities in May. 
There is something for everyone in this years programme to celebrate Bealtaine. The Education and Outreach Department at the National Museum of Ireland - Country Life has organised a number of intergenerational events for a variety of ages. Come along with your children or grandchildren, parents and grandparents and join in the fun.   Bealtaine is the National arts festival celebrating creativity in older ages in the month of May. It is co-ordinated by Age and Opportunity. 



Saturday 9TH
12.00pm 5.00pm
Bealtaine Workshop. Introduction to set dancing.

ADULTS
Ever wanted to learn how to set dance? Join John Joe Geraghty and Mary Connelly to learn the basics of set, sean nós and two hand dancing. Learn the steps and movements of sets. Beginners and more advanced welcome.

Sunday 10th
2.30pm –

3.30pm
Bealtaine Workshop. May posies.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Find out about the significance of the simple May Posy and welcome in the summer on a woodland walk with Lorna Elms of the Education & Outreach Department.

May 






Thursday 14th 
 3.30pm – 4.30pm
Bealtaine Demonstration: Buttermaking.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Join Dawn Gawley as she demonstrates the traditional way of making butter and learn about the custom of butter making in May.



Friday 22nd 
11.00am-1.00pm
Bealtaine Drop in Event. The Knitting Circle.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

Thursday 28th 
2.00pm -3.30pm
Bealtaine Event. 

Turlough Park House  Garden Tour.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Take a guided walk of the grounds of Turlough Park House with Garden Restoration Supervisor, Noreen Hennigan. 



Saturday 30th
11.00am-4.00pm
Bealtaine Drop in Event. Connaught Textile Crafters- Crochet.

All Ages
Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.



Saturday 23rd

2.00pm – 3.15pm

&

3.30pm – 4.30pm 
Workshops. Drawing Day in association with the National Gallery of Ireland. 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Sharpen your drawing skills and take part in Drawing Day with artist Deirdre Keetley. Workshop for Adults 2.00pm – 3.15pm.

Workshop for  children 3.30pm – 4.30pm



Saturday 23rd & Sunday 24th
12.00am - 5.00pm
Féile na Tuaithe – Turlough Park. Free Family Festival. 

All Ages 
Join the Education Department for drop in workshops as part of this festival. See below for further details. Visit www.museum.ie for full programme of events. 



Tuesday 26th
4.00pm- 5.00pm
Junior Event.  Clay Weaving Workshop.

Children under 6 accompanied by an adult
Learn about the different types of baskets in the museum’s handling collection and weave a basket from clay with Tommy Casby.



June






Sunday 7th

 2.00pm – 5.00pm
Workshop & Demonstration. Damhsa Sean Nós. 

All ages
Ever tried the brush dance? Join Clann Uí Chuinneagáin (Cunningham Family) from Connemara and try sean nós jigs, reels and the brush dance. 

Wednesday 10th
4.00pm - 5.00pm
Junior Workshop. Housing in the Past.

Children under 6 accompanied by an adult
Join Brendan McDonnell of the Education & Outreach Department to explore housing in the past through hands-on activities. 



Thursday 18th
10.00am - 5.00pm
Day Course. Genealogy

Adults
Join Paul Gorry, Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland, to learn about the various genealogical records and how to utilise them for research. 

Friday 19th 
11.00am-1.00pm
Drop in Bealtaine Event. The Knitting Circle.

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in. 

Sunday 21st 
2.30pm- 4.00pm
Performance. Midsummer Tunes for Father’s Day. 

ALL AGES
Come along on Father’s Day for a concert celebrating the themes, tunes and songs associated with St. John’s eve with musician Emer Mayock and friends. 

Thursday 25th 
3.30pm – 4.30pm
Talk. The Moylough Belt Shrine: An Early Medieval Reliquary. 

Adults
An illustrated talk exploring the history and features of the Moylough Belt Shrine by Yvonne McDermott, National Museum and Department of Heritage Studies, GMIT Castlebar. 


July 






Sunday 5th
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Talk. Every Cloud has a silver lining. 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN OVER 7
Join Padraic McAvock, amateur Met Station operator and local fisherman, as he explains the recent weather trends. Learn how to read, measure and record weather signs. 

TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

RUSH FOR THE LAST STRAW 

You can imagine a mat made from straw. How about sleeping on a straw mattress, horse riding using a saddle made from rushes, making a rain coat from a wheat sheaf or insulating your home with plaited straw draft excluders.  The Museum’s new temporary exhibition will include more than a hundred objects made from these natural materials some of which you will be able to experience for yourself.  You never know, in these days of credit crunches and recession, you might even pick up some money saving ideas. Admission to the exhibition is free. This temporary exhibition will open in early June and will run until Spring 2010.
THE MOYLOUGH BELT SHRINE 

Objects associated with saints in early Ireland were often preserved after the saint's death and these relics were encased in precious metal shrines.  A belt belonging to an unknown saint was found in Moylough, Co. Sligo in the 1940s by local man John Towey when he was cutting turf.  The leather belt was encased in bronze.  This was richly decorated with silver, glass and enmel.  The Moylough Belt Shrine dates from the eighth century and is one of the great treasures of early Ireland.  This exhibition will remain on display until June 2009. 
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OTHER EVENTS 

FÉILE NA TUAITHE – TURLOUGH PARK 

SAT. 23 & SUN. 24 May 2009 (12.00-5.00pm daily)    

Biggest Free Family Festival in the West of Ireland

Here comes the Summer and families countrywide are looking for day trips and places to go. Féile na Tuaithe - Turlough Park at the National Museum of Ireland-Country Life in Castlebar, Co. Mayo has got to be the best fun and best value festival around. Free entry, demonstrations, workshops, children’s activities, animal area, community arts project, horticulture, storytelling and musical entertainment. It’s a two-day celebration of country life and traditions taking place on Saturday 23 and Sunday 24 May 2009. Féile na Tuaithe - Turlough Park also incorporates a tented craft and food market with an extensive range of carefully selected stands from cheese to chocolate makers and from bodhráns to beeswax. Standholders are all craftworkers or artisan food producers with quality and sometimes-unique produce for sale. Féile na Tuaithe - Turlough Park is a natural extension of the Museum’s purpose of bringing families together to enjoy quality time and learn about the traditions of bygone days. 

Féile na Tuaithe – Turlough Park is supported by:  Fáilte Ireland, under the Festivals & Cultural Events Initiative; The Connaught Telegraph, Cashin Print Services, Mid West Radio, Spear Design, Mayo County Council Arts Office. 

Further details available from: +353 (94) 90 31755; E-mail: tpark@museum.ie; Web: www.museum.ie
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How to Book
For more information or to make a booking contact the Bookings Office.
All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated. Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied.

Tel: 094 903 1751      Fax: 094 903 1498                Email: educationtph@museum.ie    Website: www.museum.ie
Bookings Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm

If you wish to join our mailing list, please contact the Museum. Tel: 094 9031755 or email: tpark@museum.ie.
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