Public Programme: July-September 2009 

National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo



How to Book
For more information or to make a booking contact the Bookings Office. 

All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated.  Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied.

Tel: 094 903 1751; Fax: 094 903 1498; Email: educationtph@museum.ie; Website: www.museum.ie. 


Bookings Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm

If you wish to join our mailing list, please contact the Museum. Tel: 094 903 1755 or email: tpark@museum.ie
	Date
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	July
	
	
	

	Sunday 5th
	2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Talk. Every Cloud Has a Silver Lining. 

Adults and children over 7
	Join Padraic McAvock, amateur Met Station operator and local fisherman as he explains the recent weather trends. Learn how to read, measure and record weather signs. 

	Thursday  9th 
	11.00am – 1.00pm 

2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Sheep and Wool Day.

Demonstration. Shearing, Spinning, and Knitting!  

ALL AGES

Junior Event. Sheep & Wool Workshop

CHILDREN UNDER 6 ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
	Join local farmer Alan Wood for a sheep shearing demonstration.  Then see Patricia Kirwan Doyle card and spin the fleece to make wool ready for knitters from the Knitting Circle. Drop in Event.
Want to find out how wool from sheep is used to make clothes? Join Education Assistant Aoife O’Toole on this interactive workshop and try your hand at some simple spinning and weaving. First come first served.

	Tuesday  14th – Fri 17th
	2.00pm – 4.00pm
	Craft Camp. 
Get Crafty with Tradition.

Children 7-12 years
	Spark your imagination, light up your mind, work with your hands to create a little piece of Irish culture with ceramics, rush, straw and wool on this week of craft activities.



	Friday 17th
	11.00am-1.00pm
	Drop in Event. The Knitting Circle.

Adults and children over 7
	Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

	Sunday 19th 
	2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Demonstration. Berry Afternoon. 
	In the summer people collected various berries to make jam and preserves. Join Séan Casey for a jam making demonstration and exchange recipes. 

	Thursday 23rd
	10.00am – 5.00pm
	Day Course. Cheese Making 

Adults
	Join Marion Roeleveld, Killeen Farmhouse Cheese, to learn the process of making hard cheese and try your hand at cheese making. 

	Saturday 25th
	11.00am-4.00pm
	Drop in Event. Connacht Textile Crafters- Rug Hooking.

All Ages
	Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.


	Thursday  30th 
	10.00am – 4.00pm
	Workshops & Demonstrations. Féile na Feilte with Feltmakers Ireland.

Adults and children over 7
	Feltmaking Workshops: Wet Felting 11.30am - 1.00pm, 3D Felting 2.30pm to 4.00pm. Booking required. 

Demonstrations of various feltmaking techniques and styles taking place every hour. (Drop in event) .


	AUGUST
	
	
	

	Sunday 2nd 
	2.30pm – 4.00pm
	Traditional Games & Picnic. Young and Old Come Out to Play!  

ALL AGES
	Come along and join in the traditional games with staff from the Education & Outreach Department. Afterwards enjoy a picnic in the garden. Light refreshments provided. 



	Wednesday 5th 
	11.30am –1.00pm

2.30pm – 4.00pm
	ISSA Workshops. From Seed to Hand. 

Adults and children over 7
	Join Frank Bouchier and Gráinne Vaughan, ISSA,  to learn about the life cycle of a plant from sowing a seed, through plant care, harvesting the fruit and saving the seed.

	Thursday 6th
	10.00am – 5.00pm
	Day Course. Gardening – Prepare for the Winter Season. 

Adults
	Join Frank Bouchier and Gráinne Vaughan and learn how to make the most of your  kitchen garden using overwintering crops, protected cropping, green manures and companion planting.

	Thursday 13th 
	11.00am &  2.00pm

11.00am - 12.30pm  &  2.30pm - 4.00pm

2.30pm - 3.30pm


	Donkey Day. 

Join the team from The Donkey Sanctuary, Cork.

Demonstration. Donkey Feet Trimming.

ALL AGES
Donkey Enclosure. Come along to meet the donkeys!

ALL AGES

Talk. The Role of the Donkey - Past and Present.

Adults and children over 7
	Join a farrier for a live demonstration of donkey feet trimming. Drop in event.
 

Linda Thompson, Regional Welfare Officer, The Donkey Sanctuary, will be available at the enclosure to show you the donkeys and answer any queries. Drop in event.

Learn about the role of the Donkey and how it has evolved over the years  with Paddy Barret, Public Relations Manager, The Donkey Sanctuary. First come first served. 

	Sunday 16th
	2.30pm – 3.30pm
	Talk & Demonstration. Fly Tying.

Adults and children over 7
	During the fishing season flies were tied to mimic real ones using an array of feathers. Watch local angling guide Michael Tiernan demonstrate this process.

	Friday 21st
	11.00am-1.00pm
	Drop in Event. The Knitting Circle.

Adults and children over 7
	Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

	22nd to the 30th of August.
	
	Heritage Week 2009     

22nd to the 30th of August.
Heritage Week is a celebration throughout Europe that promotes awareness of our built, natural and cultural heritage. Take pride in your heritage and visit the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life for a range of events. Join a free guided tour, help yourself to the activity carts located in the galleries or pre- book the traditional games for your family to borrow during your visit (Full instructions provided).  The following two events have also been arranged to celebrate heritage week. 
	

	Thursday 27th
	11.30am – 12.30pm

2.00pm – 3.00pm

3.30pm – 4.30pm
	Straw Day.
 in conjunction with temporary exhibition. Straw, Hay & Rushes.

Tuí, Féar & Luachra.
Workshop. Harvest Knots.
Adults and children over 7
Demonstration. Straw Basket.  
Adults and children over 7
Talk. Traditional Heritage Varieties of Grain.
Adults and children over 7
	Harvest Knots were traditionally given as a love token. Make your own for somebody special with Tom Doyle, Education & Outreach Department.
Join Ted Kelly, Traditional Straw Craft worker for a straw basket making demonstration and learn what straw was used to make in the past.
Learn about the biodiversity of traditional native grains and their conservation with Michael Miklis, ISSA. See samples of different varieties!

	Sunday 30th
	2.30pm – 4.00pm
	Demonstration. Bál Fada Road Bowling.

Adults and children over 7
	Road bowling is one of the country’s oldest games. Join the Mayo Road Bowlers Association as they demonstrate the game and try your hand at road bowling.




	September
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday 10th 
	2.30pm –3.30pm
	Talk.  The ‘Hands’ Series and Beyond. 

Adults and children over 7
	Filmmakers David and Sally Shaw Smith talk about the traditional craft documentary series ‘Hands’ and their book on Irish Traditional Crafts followed by a discussion on collecting memories.

	Sunday 13th 
	2.30pm-3.30pm
	Junior Workshop. Exploring Ceramics.

CHILDREN UNDER 6 ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
	Join Aoife O’Toole for this junior workshop. View the museum’s ceramic collection, design and decorate your own plate

	Friday 18th
	11.00am-1.00pm
	Drop in Event. The Knitting Circle.

Adults and children over 7
	Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

	Tuesday 22nd
	10.00am – 5.00pm 
	Day Course. Traditional Irish Music. 

Adults
	Take this opportunity to pick up that instrument you have left down for too long and  join renowned musician Emer Mayock to revive some old and learn some new tunes.

	Saturday 26th
	11.00am-4.00pm
	Drop in Event. Connacht Textile Crafters- Free Embroidery.

All Ages
	Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.


	Sunday 27th
	2.30pm – 4.00pm
	Talk.  Traditional Finishing Techniques on  Vernacular Furniture. 

Adults and children over 7
	Learn about traditional finishes with Sven Habermann, Conservation Centre, Letterfrack and see examples of vernacular furniture in the folklife collection. 




	TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Straw, Hay and Rushes 

You can imagine a mat made from straw. How about sleeping on a straw mattress, horse riding using a saddle made from rushes, making a rain coat from a wheat sheaf or insulating your home with plaited straw draft excluders.  The Museum’s new temporary exhibition includes more than a hundred objects made from these natural materials some of which you will be able to experience for yourself.  You never know, in these days of credit crunches and recession, you might even pick up some money saving ideas. This exhibition continues until Spring 2010.


Liam O'Neill - Wood Sculpture: 40 Years A-Growing

Opening 17 July ‘09

This temporary outdoor exhibition of wood sculpture by renowned craftsman Liam O’Neill, features ten unique works selected to complement the stunning grounds of Turlough Park. The exhibition has been created to mark Liam O’Neill’s work as a craftsman over the past 40 years.  This exhibition continues until September 2009.

The Moylough Belt Shrine 

Objects associated with saints in early Ireland were often preserved after the saint's death and these relics were encased in precious metal shrines.  A belt belonging to an unknown saint was found in Moylough, Co. Sligo in the 1940s by local man John Towey when he was cutting turf.  The leather belt was encased in a bronze shrine.  This was richly decorated with silver, glass and enamel.  The Moylough Belt Shrine dates from the eighth century and is one of the great treasures of early Ireland.  This exhibition continues until Spring 2010.



Calling all Teachers…

Schools Programme 2009/ 2010… Coming Soon.
The Schools Programme is a continuing part of the Education & Outreach Department’s  commitment to working with schools. We provide a diverse range of activities for both Primary and Post Primary pupils.  The new schools programme features: our services for schools, our menu of activities and tours available, a breakdown of our programming throughout the term (class and curriculum specific).  Find out how to book and organise your visit to the museum.  All events are free. Available September. 

Craft Camp. Get Crafty with Tradition.

Tuesday  14th – Friday 17th July

 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Get crafty this summer with our four day summer camp. Spark your imagination, light up your mind, work with your hands to create a little piece of Irish culture with ceramics, rush, straw and wool on this week of craft activities. 

Children 7-12 years.

Book early to secure a place!



CULTURE NIGHT: FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2009

For details of Culture Night events in the National Museum of Ireland  - Country Life, please contact the museum closer to the date.


How to Book
For more information or to make a booking contact the Bookings Office.
All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated. Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied.

Tel: 094 903 1751      Fax: 094 903 1498                Email: educationtph@museum.ie    Website: www.museum.ie
Bookings Office Hours: Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm

If you wish to join our mailing list, please contact the Museum. Tel: 094 9031755 or email: tpark@museum.ie.




Distributed by:

Bernie Byron, Marketing Executive, National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Tel: 094 903 1773 or 087 798 7439; email: bbyron@museum.ie 

