Public Programme: Oct-Dec ‘08

National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo




OCTOBER

	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Wed 1st
	October
	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Tour: Saints, Patterns & Patrons

Adults and children over 7
	Join Education Assistant Aoife O’Toole to hear about the lives, legends and legacies of Ireland’s holy men and women in association with the new temporary exhibition of the Moylough Belt Shrine.  

	Wed 8th 
	October
	2.30pm-3.30pm
	Workshop: Recycling Week: 

Recycle those old garments!
Adults and children over 7
	Join Patricia Kirwan-Doyle and recycle old clothes and fabric into something new. 

	Thurs 9th 


	October
	3.30pm-

4.30pm
	Tour: Lá na gCrann/Tree Day 

Adults and children over 7
	Celebrate the Tree Council of Ireland’s Tree Day by joining Lorna Elms on a guided woodland walk as she identifies various trees on site and explains their uses and folklore.

	Sat 11th 


	October
	10.00am, 11.30am, 2.00pm & 3.30pm
	Family Event: Stardome

All Ages 
	Take this opportunity to view the Stardome from the Armagh Planetarium and enjoy a trip around the most fascinating objects in the night sky. 

	Sun 12th 
	October
	2.30pm-3.15pm

3.45pm-4.45pm
	Recycling Week: Irish Seed Savers Association (ISSA) talks with Aíne Ní Fhlatharta

Talk & demonstration: Composting Household and Garden Waste

Adults AND Children over 12

Talk & Workshop:

Magically turn one seed into a thousand!

Adults and children over 7
	Learn how to reduce your environmental impact through composting. Discover different types of bins from wormeries to homemade compost.

Discover how to save seeds from vegetables and flowers in your own garden. Try your hand at seed- saving with vegetables from the ISSA organic gardens.

	Wed 15th
	October
	4.00pm-5.00pm
	Junior Workshop: Housing in the Past

CHILDREN UNDER 6 ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
	Join Brendan McDonnell of the Education & Outreach Department to explore housing in the past through hands-on activities.

	Thurs 16th
	October
	8.00pm
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine; A Medieval Treasure

Adults
	The Moylough Belt Shrine- its Discovery and Significance.

Raghnaill O’Floinn, Head of Collections, National Museum of Ireland. 




October contd./

	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Fri 17th 
	October
	11.00am-1.00pm
	Drop in Event: The Knitting Circle 

Adults and children over 7
	Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

	Sun 19th 
	October
	2.30pm-4.30pm
	Family Event:

Wild Mushrooms of Ireland

Adults and children over 7
	Join Howard Fox, Botany Department, Trinity College Dublin, as he explains about different wild fungi, then tour the grounds to find out what's on site.

	Thurs 23rd 
	October
	8.00pm
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine: A Medieval Treasure
Adults 
	Peatland Discoveries and Archaeological Landscapes
Pádraig Clancy, Curator, National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology.

	Wed 29th
	October
	2.00pm –4.00pm 


	Drop-In Event: Hallowe’en Masks 

Adults and children over 7
	Make your own traditional masks with members of the Education & Outreach Department.

	Thurs 30th
	October
	2.00pm & 3.30pm
	Workshop: Jack O’ Lantern

Adults and children over 7
	Join Albert Siggins to learn about traditional Hallowe’en games and watch him make a Jack O’ Lantern from a turnip/pumpkin. 

	Thurs 30th 
	October
	8.00pm 
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine: A Medieval Treasure
Adults 
	The Church in the 8th/9th century.

Tony Candon, Manager Keeper, National Museum of Ireland - Country Life.

	Fri 31st
	October
	2.00pm & 3.30pm


	Workshop: Hallowe’en Party
Adults and children over 7
	Hear about the festival of Samhain and then join in the fun and games with members of the Education & Outreach Department.




NOVEMBER

	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Sat 1st 
	November
	10.00am-4.00pm
	Day Course: Candle Making  

Adults
	Hear about lighting in the past before electricity and make your own candles with Áine Bell. 

	Sat 8th, 15th,22nd & 29th 
	November
	2.00pm-4.00pm
	Saturday Club: Shadows of the Past

8 – 13 yrs
	Learn about Ireland in the past (1850-1950) through characters and costumes. Create your own story and then design, construct and perform a shadow puppet show with artist Carmel Balfe.

	Thurs 6th 
	November
	8.00pm
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine: A Medieval Treasure
Adults
	Secrets of the Bog Bodies 

Éamon P Kelly, Keeper of Irish Antiquities, National Museum of Ireland.

	Sun 9th 
	November
	2.30pm-3.30pm
	Talk & Demonstration:

The Horse Harness and its Decoration

Adults and children over 7
	Hear Rob Steinke, Saddler and Harness Maker talk about the harness and its decoration. Watch a demonstration of hand-stitching on a traditional harness. 

	Tues 11th  
	November
	4.00pm-5.00pm


	Junior Workshop: Exploring Ceramics

CHILDREN UNDER 6 ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
	Join Lisa Fahy for this junior workshop. View the museum’s ceramic collection and get to make your own design.

	Thurs 13th
	November
	3.30pm-4.30pm
	Talk & Demonstration: National Science Week- Butter-making

Adults and children over 7
	How does milk turn into butter? Join Dawn Gawley as she explains and demonstrates the process of butter-making. 

	Thurs 13th 
	November
	8.00pm
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine: A Medieval Treasure

ADULTS
	The Moylough Belt Shrine 8th or 9th century?

Peter Harbison, Archaeologist and Author.

	Fri 21st
	November
	11.00am-1.00pm
	Drop in Event: The Knitting Circle

Adults and children over 7
	Exchange patterns, learn new techniques, bring along your knitting and join in.

	Fri 21st
	November
	3.30 pm –4.30pm
	Storytelling Performance: Fadó, Fadó…

All Ages
	November is a ideal time for storytelling with the coming of the dark evenings. Pull up a chair and join Niall de Burca as he relates some of his favourite tales.



	Sun 23rd 
	November
	2.30pm-3.30pm
	Talk: Wake Rituals and Traditions

Adults and children over 7
	Join Ann Ridge to hear about Wake rituals and traditions in rural Ireland. 

	Wed 26th 
	November
	10.00am-11.30am
	Workshop: Christmas Wreaths

Adults 
	Make your own Christmas Wreath with artist June Bourke. Bring along evergreen plants and greenery from your own garden or local hedgerows. 

	Thurs 27th 
	November
	8.00pm
	Lecture Series: The Moylough Belt Shrine: A Medieval Treasure

Adults
	Medieval Relics & Reliquaries in Ireland

Raghnall O’Floinn, Head of Collections, National Museum of Ireland.


NOVEMBER contd. 

	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Sat 29th
	November
	11.00am-4.00pm
	Drop in Event: Connacht Spinners and Weavers-Weaving

All Ages
	Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc.



DECEMBER

	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Sun 7th
	December
	2.30pm-4.30pm
	Cooking Workshop: Traditional Christmas Fare

Adults 
	Join Jean Beattie to learn how to prepare goose stuffing and much more for a Traditional Christmas Meal. 

	Sat 13th
	December
	11.00am-5.00pm
	Workshops & Food Fair: Christmas Open Day

Adults and children over 7
	Come celebrate Christmas at the National Museum of Ireland with a variety of 1-hour workshops. Christmas Food Fair and other activities. 

	Tues 16th
	December
	2.00pm –3.00pm
	Workshop: Mummers Masks

Adults and children over 7
	The Mummers were a group of people who traditionally performed an intricate play with varied characters around Christmas time. Join Ted Kelly to make a Mummers mask.

	Fri 19th 
	December
	2.30-4.30
	Performance: Carol Singing

All Ages
	Enjoy traditional Christmas carols with the Foxford National School Band.

	Sun 21st
	December
	3.00-4.30
	Performance: “The Holly Bears a Berry”

All Ages
	A concert celebrating the Winter Solstice and the coming of Christmas through traditional tunes and songs with musician Emer Mayock and guests.


January
	Date
	Month
	Time
	Title & Age
	Description

	Sun 4th
	January 
	2.30pm –3.30pm  
	Theatrical Performance: The Mummer’s Play

All Ages
	Watch the Sligo ‘Sidhe Gaoithe’ Mummers bring to life such characters as St. Patrick, Brian Boru and many more in this traditional Mummer’s play.




Booking details

Education and Outreach Department Details

All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated. Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied. 

Tel: 094 9031751/ 01 6486304

Fax: 094 9031498

Email: educationtph@museum.ie
Website: www.museum.ie
Booking Office Hours

Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm




What’s On. Ongoing Activities

Our regular programme of guided tours of the exhibitions and of the House Building Project continues. A general guided tour of the museum is available Tuesday to Saturday at 12.00pm and on Saturday and Sundays at 3.30pm. More frequent tours are available at peak times. 

Art and craft workshops and demonstrations including basket-making, weaving and spinning can be arranged. 

A range of traditional games are available to borrow during your visit to the Museum. Full instructions are available with the games.

For further information or to make a booking for any of our activities contact the Education and Outreach Department.




The Saturday Club 2008

Shadows of the Past

Learn about Ireland in the past (1850-1950) through characters and costumes. Create your own story and then design, construct and perform a shadow puppet show with artist Carmel Balfe.

8 – 13 yrs

The club runs for four weeks and will take place on Saturday morning between 10.00am and 12.00pm at the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life. The starting date is Saturday 8th November.
Join us to have fun and learn new skills. The Saturday Club is free and all materials are provided. Each club is limited to 15. 

Contacts the Bookings Office for an application form and secure your place!



Evening Lecture Series:
The Moylough Belt Shrine:  A Medieval Treasure

Thursday evenings at 8pm 

Adults
16th October          

'The Moylough Belt Shrine - its Discovery and Significance'  

Raghnall O’Floinn, Head of Collections, National Museum of Ireland. 

23rd October          

‘Peatland Discoveries & Archaeological Landscapes’

Pádraig Clancy, Curator, National Museum of Ireland - Archaeology.

30th October          

'The Church in the 8th / 9th century' 

Tony Candon, Manager Keeper, National Museum of Ireland - Country Life.

6th November          

'Secrets of the Bog Bodies' 

Éamon P Kelly, Keeper of Irish Antiquities, National Museum of Ireland.
13th November        

'The Moylough Belt Shrine, 8th or 9th century?'

Peter Harbison, Archaeologist and Author.

27th November       

'Medieval Relics and Reliquaries in Ireland'

Raghnall O’Floinn, Head of Collections, National Museum of Ireland.
Lectures are free of charge. Booking is advisable.



CHRISTMAS OPEN DAY. WORKSHOPS AND FOOD FAIR 

SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER: 11AM – 5PM.  ADMISSION FREE. 

Workshops. 

Come celebrate Christmas at the National Museum of Ireland with a variety of 1-hour workshops. Suitable for ages 7+. Booking required for workshops. 

11.00am- Bring in your presents and learn new Christmas wrapping techniques with staff from the museum shop.

2.30pm- Join staff from of the Education & Outreach Department to make Christmas cards.

3.30pm - Join staff from the Education & Outreach Department to make Christmas decorations.

Christmas Food Fair 

For all your festive food requirements come to the Museum’s inaugural Christmas Food Fair. Traditional festive fare from a variety of food producers from around the region.  
Also featuring our Christmas exhibition and entertainment for all the family. 


Temporary Exhibitions

Planet Earth: Our Place In Space 

Running from November 2008 

Based on the geological collections from the National Museum of Ireland – Natural History, this exhibition will feature a sample of moon rock, complete with an Irish tricolour flag that was brought to the moon. Other exhibits will include meteorites which will be used to explain what meteorites tell us about the early solar system and also what we know about the earth as a planet. Mineral and rocks will further illustrate what the earth is made of and its nature as a planet. 
The Moylough Belt Shrine 

Running until June 2009

The Moylough Belt Shrine is one of the great treasures of medieval Ireland.  It was found in Moylough, Co. Sligo in the 1940s by local man John Towey when he was cutting turf.   The Moylough Belt Shrine is the only known surviving example of a belt shrine in Ireland.



 New Primary and Post Primary Schools Programme 2008/9 Available Now!

Contact the Bookings Office to get your free copy.


Calling all Budding Writers!

Creative Writing Competition
Adults

The National Museum of Ireland-Country Life invites you to use your creative writing skills by composing a poem or a short story inspired by the Moylough Belt Shrine. 

Deadline 31st March 2009
For an application form or further information please contact the Education & Outreach Bookings Office

The Moylough Belt Shrine is a medieval treasure from Co. Sligo and will be on temporary exhibition until June 2009.  



