National Museum of Ireland – Country Life 

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo
Public Programming: July-September 2007
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July 

Sunday 1st, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Tour. Nature’s Store

Discover the domestic, commercial and medicinal uses of trees and plants on a woodland walk with Lorna Elms of the Education and Outreach Department.
Age 7+











Wednesday 4th, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Tour. Saints, Patterns & Patrons  

Join Education & Outreach Assistant Brendan McGowan to learn about the lives, legends and legacies of Ireland’s holy men and women.
Age 7+









    

Sunday 15th, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Talk. Could St. Swithin have predicted Global Warming? 
Join John O’Flanagan, manager of the MET Éireann Office in Knock, to learn how global warming might effect us in the future with rising tides and flood warnings.  

Age 7+ 











Wednesday 18th, 10am-5pm

Courses for Adults. Crochet for Beginners

Crochet uses a decorative knitted looping technique with a special needle. Join Mary McGranaghan on this one-day beginners course. Adult




Friday 20th, 10am-5pm

Courses for Adults. Genealogy 

Join Paul Gorry, Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland, to learn about the various Irish genealogical records and how to utilise them. Adult 












Saturday 28th, 11am-4pm

Open Event. Connacht Spinners and Weavers 

Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc. All Ages


Sunday 29th, 2.30pm-3.30pm
Talk and Gallery Tour. Gallery Seating Exhibition
Join Laura Mays for a tour of the gallery seating by students of GMIT Letterfrack - The Furniture College and hear how tradition influenced the designs. Age 7+





Tuesday 31st – Friday 3rd, 10am-5pm

Summer Course for Adults. Landscapes 

An exciting new exhibition entitled Come Back to Erin: Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century, featuring a selection of travel and tourism posters will open at the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life this summer. They depict scenes of natural scenic beauty and many stereotypical symbols of Ireland appear such as high crosses, jaunting cars and thatched houses. To complement this exhibition the museum is running a series of one-day art workshops using various media: water colouring, oil painting, line drawing and photography. Age Adult 
Tutors: Harry Feeney, Agnes Nyland, Michael McLaughlin and Aidan Cooney.

Participants may book for one or more courses. Materials are supplied. For further details please contact the Bookings Office.
August

Wednesday 1st, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Talk. The ‘Rolling’ Sun Spectacle of Bohea

Twice annually, from St. Patrick’s Chair, the sun appears to roll down the side of Croagh Patrick. Join Gerry Bracken to hear about this spectacle.  Age 7+











Tuesday 7th – Friday 10th, 2pm-4pm

Summer School for Children: Rural Survival 

To survive in rural Ireland in the past you needed special skills and knowledge to provide food, clothing and shelter for yourself and your family. Join staff of the Education and Outreach Department for tours, workshops and experiments to find out if you could survive. Age 8-13
Thursday 9th, 3.30pm-4.30pm

Junior Workshop. Family Life in the Past

Join Lorna Elms of the Education & Outreach Department to explore family life in the past through role-play and art activities. 6 years and under with Adult


  




Sunday 12th, 2.30pm-4.00pm

Traditional Games & Picnic. Young and old come out to play!  
Come along and join in the traditional games with staff from the Education & Outreach Department. Afterwards enjoy a picnic in the garden. Light refreshments provided.  All Ages 




  





Wednesday 15th, 2.00pm-5.00pm

Tour & Film. 'The Quiet Man’ 

Join curator Séamas Mac Philib for a tour of the exhibition Come Back to Erin: Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century and afterwards view 'The Quiet Man’. All Ages

Saturday 18th, 10am-4pm

Workshops & Demonstrations. 

Féile na Feilte

Join Feltmakers Ireland for a day of feltmaking at the National Museum of Ireland - Country Life. Demonstrations of various feltmaking techniques and styles taking place every hour from 10.00am to 4.00pm. No booking required. 

Feltmaking workshops will take place from 11.30am to 1.00pm and from 2.30pm to 4.00pm. All materials are provided. Book early to secure your place. For more information or to make a booking contact the Bookings Office.
Friday 24th, 10am-5pm

Courses for Adults. Bodhrán Workshop 
Join percussionist Brian Fleming on this day long rhythm and drumming workshop. 

Adult



Saturday 25th – Sunday 2nd  September Heritage Week 2007

European Heritage Days is a joint initiative of the Council of Europe and the European Union in which over forty countries participate each year. Its main aims are to promote awareness of our built, natural and cultural heritage. In Ireland we celebrate a full week of events. The National Museum of Ireland County Life join in this celebration with a full programme of events including free guided tours of the museum. See listings for further details.
Saturday 25th 2pm-5pm 

Demonstrations. Traditional Crafts 

Spinning with Patricia Kirwan-Doyle and Rushwork with Patricia O Flaherty 
All Ages



Sunday 26th 2.30pm-3.30pm

Demonstration. Pottery

Join Henri Hedou of ‘Terrybaun Pottery’ as he demonstrates making pots, mugs and dishes on a potters wheel. Age 7+









Wednesday 29th 2.30pm-3.30pm

Performance. Romantic Irish Songs 

Join the Blackpudding Club Singers in conjunction with the new temporary exhibition Come Back to Erin: Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century to hear some nostalgic Irish songs. All Ages


September

Sunday 2nd, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Talk. History of the GAA
Join Mike Cronin, author of Sport and Nationalism in Ireland, for a talk explaining how the GAA came into being and why it has been so significant in Irish history.
Age 7+

Wednesday 5th, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Workshop. Harvest Knots
Harvest knots were traditionally given as a love token. Make your own for somebody special with Tom Doyle of the Education & Outreach Department. Age 7+ 

  
Sunday 9th, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Performance. The File Tradition 

Join poet Terry McDonagh and uilleann piper Diarmaid Moynihan for a performance combining poetry and music.  All Ages







Thursday 13th, 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Junior Workshop. Housing in the Past
Join Brendan McGowan of the Education & Outreach Department to explore housing in the past through hands-on activities.   6 years and under with Adult



   
Wednesday 19th, 2.30pm-4pm
Workshop. Cailleach
Each year the first farmer to finish his harvest made a cailleach from the last sheaf. 

Join Melanie Lorien as she demonstrates the making of a cailleach.

Age 7+  

Friday 21st, 9.30am-3.30pm

Seminar: Irish Travel Posters

To complement the exhibition Come Back to Erin: Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century  the museum is holding a day-long seminar on travel posters. The day includes an introduction to the exhibition as well as a series of talks on a history of tourism, landscape art, Irish travel posters and postcards.  Age 14+ 
Speakers include: Séamas Mac Philib, Barbara O’Connor, Linda King and Joe Lee.  
Sunday 23rd, 2.30pm-4pm

Reminiscence Workshop. Socialising in the Past 

To celebrate Positive Ageing Week, Michael Fox will run a reminiscence workshop on the theme of social occasions in the past (Rambling Houses, Storytelling, Wakes, Fairs, etc.) Adult

Friday 28th, 10am-5pm

Courses for Adults. Wood Carving 

Join Rob Holloway on this day course for an introduction to the tools and basic techniques needed for wood carving.  Adult           

  
Saturday 29th, 11am-4pm

Open Event. Connacht Spinners and Weavers 

Come along to meet the group or join them for the day by bringing your own knitting, crochet, felting etc. All Ages








           
Booking Details

All events are FREE of charge unless otherwise stated. Places are limited so book early. Materials are supplied. 

Tel: 094 9031751/ 01 6486304

Fax: 094 9031498

Email: educationtph@museum.ie
Website: www.museum.ie
Booking Office Hours

Monday to Friday 10am – 2pm


Schools Competition - Travel Posters 

To celebrate National Heritage Week 2007 (25th August - 2nd September), the National Museum of Ireland - Country Life is inviting upper primary students to  create a Travel Poster of your area. The picture can display any elements of your area. This competition is in conjunction with our new temporary exhibition ‘Come Back to Erin’ Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century. 

Entry forms, terms and conditions are available from the Education & Outreach Department or by emailing tdoyle@museum.ie  Entries will be accepted up until Saturday 10th November.
Positive Ageing Week 2007

Friday 28th September to Saturday 6th October  
To celebrate Positive Ageing Week the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life is offering free guided tours of the museum for active retirement and senior citizens groups. Booking is essential.  

Two Temporary Exhibitions

Take a Seat! 

An exhibition of Gallery Seating by students of Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology at Letterfrack
Running until June ’08. 

This temporary exhibition is comprised of benches and chairs made in 2006 / 2007 by students of the Furniture Design and Manufacture programme at the Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology campus in Letterfrack. 

The students worked from a brief developed by staff of GMIT at Letterfrack and the National Museum of Ireland – Country Life to design seating suitable for the public visiting these exhibition galleries.
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Come Back to Erin. Irish Travel Posters of the 20th Century.

In association with Iarnród Éireann

Running until 14 October ’08. 

These strikingly colourful posters feature the work of world famous artists like Paul Henry and the distinctive images will be a trip down memory lane for many people. 

In the early decades of the last century mass tourism began to develop and with it came a surge in promotional activity. A very popular and highly visible element was the travel poster. Some posters, such as the ones by Paul Henry, became best sellers almost immediately and are still essential images of Ireland. 

Initially the posters were commissioned by Irish and British railway companies. These include CIE and its predecessor Great Southern Railways, and also British Railways and its predecessors. Very appropriately, ‘Come Back to Erin’ is running in association with Iarnród Éireann. After World War II, airlines such as Aer Lingus, TWA and American Airlines also began to issue posters as an important part of their marketing campaigns. 

The exhibition focuses on some of the prime examples of Irish poster art. Many feature famous Irish tourist locations such as Killarney, Connemara, Glendalough and the Giants Causeway. Other images are not place-specific but feature familiar scenes of upland well-proportioned landscapes, big skies, lakes and coasts. Of course there are also stereotypical Irish images of thatched houses, ruins, round towers, jaunting cars and inscribed high crosses. The aim was to create an attractive marketing image, presenting Ireland as happily old fashioned, but which could be visited by the most modern means of  travel.
For further information on any of the above, please contact: 

Bernie Byron, Marketing Executive, National Museum of Ireland – Country Life

Turlough Park, Castlebar, Co. Mayo 

Tel: +353 (94) 90 31755 Mobile: +353 (87) 7987 439; Fax: +353 (94) 90 31628; Email: bbyron@museum.ie ; www.museum.ie 
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